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You can measure both distance and area in your Park Atlas map session using varying units of measure. 

1. Once you have zoomed into the area where you will be measuring, click on the Open toolbar button  in 
the upper right hand corner of the map and select the Measure tab.  Click on the Measure drop down to 
choose distance or area then calculate the distance from one point to another or the area around 
something. 
 

 

2. For distance, click on the map and draw the line you want to measure. Each single click adds a segment to 
the total measurement. To end or finish the line, double click where you want it to end. 

 
The larger segments will be labeled with the distance of that segment. 

http://imgis.nps.gov/documents/ParkAtlasJobAide_GettingStarted_HTML.pdf
http://imgis.nps.gov/documents/ParkAtlasJobAide_DrawonMap_HTML.pdf
http://imgis.nps.gov/documents/ParkAtlasJobAide_TurnMapLayersOnandOff_HTML.pdf
http://imgis.nps.gov/documents/ParkAtlasJobAide_PrintAMap_HTML.pdf
http://imgis.nps.gov/documents/ParkAtlasJobAide_GettingDetailedInformationForMapFeatures_HTML.pdf
http://imgis.nps.gov/documents/ParkAtlasJobAide_MeasureDistanceArea_HTML.pdf
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3. For area, click on the map and draw the area you want to measure. Each click adds an incremental part to 
the total area measurement. To end or complete the area double click where you want it to end. You will be 
given totals for the Perimeter of the area and the entire Area in the Measurement Info area of the toolbar. 

 

 
4. You can change the Units of measure by clicking the dropdown arrow next to the Units type and select the 

unit you prefer: Feet, Yards, Meters, Kilometers, Miles, or Nautical Miles.  
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